PREFACE
NEARLY twenty years ago, I planned to write a series of five
volumes on the history of ancient Indian colonies in the Far East.
The first volume on Champa was published in 1927, and the second
and third volumes, dealing respectively with the political and cultural
history of Suvarnadvipa, were published in 1936 and 1938. The
last two -volumes,- dealing with Kambuja, Siam, Burma and other
parts of Indo-China have not yet been published* It was my
intention, immediately after the publication of the whole series, to
bring out a single short volume dealing briefly with all these
colonies. This was meant to serve as a popular hand-book for those
who were unwilling or unable to go through the five big volumes
of the series. * As the publication of the last two volumes has to be
indefinitely postponed on account of the war I thought it better
to bring out the short popular. volume without further delay.
In this short book I have tried to include all the essential
facts bearing upon the history and culture of the ancient Hindu
colonies in the Far East. I have avoided all critical discussions
and references to authorities. For these, as well as fuller and
detailed treatment of the topics dealt with herein, the reader may
refer to the bigger volumes.
Since the publication of the first volume of the series there
has been a growing desire in this country for knowledge of the
ancient Indian colonies, and I hope this small book will enable
even those who are not professed students of history to gain a fair
idea of this fascinating aspect of ancient Indian history and culture.
Recently the University .of Calcutta has introduced the subject in
both Intermediate and BA; Courses in History. But the books
prescribed are hardly suitable for Under-Graduate students. The
absence of suitable text-books has proved a great handicap to both
teachers and students and seems to be mainly responsible for the
fact that the alternative Courses including the study of this subject
have not yet been very popular among the students. In writing
this book I have specially kept in view the need of thes$ University
students. If this book facilitate their study of the subject and
attract a larger number to these Courses I shall consider my labour
amply rewarded.
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